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These letters elaborate on how Eliza Avery Clark, daughter of Hyrum Don Carlos Clark, married into the Wilford Woodruff family. Note Wilford was a dear friend to Ezra T. Clark.
Avery married Abraham Woodruff, Wilford's son and apostle, as Abraham's second wife. Avery only had one child through Abraham, after Abraham's death from smallpox.

Abraham'’s first wife Helen also died from small pox, both in 1904.

Introduction

Therefore, prepare thy heart to receive and obey
the instructions which I am about to give unto you;
for all those who have this law revealed unto
them must obey the same.

Reinterment and Restoration

Over two hundred Woodruff family members gath-
ered on July 17,1993, in the Salt Lake City Ceme-
tery, to witness the reinterment of Abraham Owen
Woodruff and his wife Helen May Winters. This
family celebration ended the eighty-nine-year
separation of Helen and Owen after their unex-
pected deaths from smallpox in June 1904 in Mexi-
co City and EL Paso, respectively. Grandsons of the
Woodruffs, with funding from Brigham Young Uni-
versity and approval from Mexican authori-

ties, arranged to exhume the bodies and bring
them to Salt Lake City, along with their original
headstones. The reburial served as the culmination
of family efforts to restore them to one another, as
reported by grandson

Wilford Bruce Woodruff:

As plans for this significant event have proceeded,
a wonderful spirit of unity has grown in the family.
We felt that a husband and wife separated 89
years and by more than 1,000 miles should be
brought together and buried side by side. It is

the result of a series of wonderful experiences.

One of the “wonderful experiences” mentioned by
Bruce included the fortuitous timing of the reinter-

ment. Because no one paid Helen's grave fees for
nearly nine decades, the Mexican authorities had
declared her grave abandoned and scheduled the
reburial of her remains in a common grave and the
reselling of her plot. Arriving just in time to pay
the fees and exhume the body, the Woodruffs
made a posthumous reunion for Helen and Owen
possible. In addition to bringing together hus-
band and wife, the burial also reunited their fami-
ly. Helen and Owen were reinterred alongside
their three deceased children — Wilford Owen,
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